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School Meals (Scotland) Bill
[AS INTRODUCED]

An Act of the Scottish Parliament to amend the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 to require
education authorities to provide free nutritious meals in schools under their management; to
ensure that certain needs and dietary restrictions of pupils are taken into account in relation to
school meals; and for connected purposes.

1 Provision of free school meals5

(1) Section 53 (provision of school meals) of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 (c.44) is
amended as follows.

(2) In subsection (1)(b), after “provide” insert “free of charge”.

(3) For subsections (3) and (3AA) substitute—

“(3) An authority shall so exercise the power conferred by subsection (1)(a) above10

as to ensure that provision is made for each pupil in attendance at public
schools and other educational establishments under their management to have a
nutritious meal in the middle of the day and shall make that provision for the
pupil free of charge.”

(4) In subsection (3A), for “subsections (1) to (3AA)” substitute “subsections (1) and (2)”.15

(5) After subsection (4) insert—

“(5) The Scottish Ministers shall, by regulations, make further provision about
school meals, including in particular provision—

(a) defining “nutritious meal” for the purposes of subsection (3) above;

(b) requiring milk and water to be made available to accompany any20

nutritious meal provided under that subsection; and

(c) requiring nutritious meals to be provided under that subsection in such a
way as to—

(i) take account of the cultural, religious, special health and dietary
needs of pupils; and25

(ii) make allowances, so far as reasonably practicable, for pupils’
dietary restrictions based on conscience.

(6) Before making regulations under subsection (5) above, the Scottish Ministers
must consult—



2 School Meals (Scotland) Bill

(a) such persons or bodies as they consider representative of—

(i) education authorities,

(ii) Health Boards, and

(iii) school boards, and

(b) such other persons as they consider appropriate.5

(7) The Scottish Ministers may issue guidance as to the provision by education
authorities of refreshments for charge to pupils under subsection (1)(a) above,
including in particular guidance on providing refreshments in such a way as
to—

(a) take account of the cultural, religious, special health and dietary needs of10

pupils; and

(b) make allowances, so far as reasonably practicable, for pupils’ dietary
restrictions based on conscience.

(8) Before issuing guidance under subsection (7) above, the Scottish Ministers
must consult—15

(a) such persons or bodies as they consider representative of—

(i) education authorities,

(ii) Health Boards, and

(iii) school boards, and

(b) such other persons as they consider appropriate.”20

2 Commencement and short title

(1) Section 1 of this Act shall come into force on 31st December 2003 or such earlier date
as the Scottish Ministers may, by order made by statutory instrument, appoint; and
different such days may be appointed for different purposes.

(2) This Act may be cited as the School Meals (Scotland) Act 2002.25
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